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school, you couldn’t help but chuckle
at the entertaining sideline interviews
or admire how his ‘“Air Raid” offense
was changing the game.

Coach Leach was an attorney. He
started his coaching career shortly
after graduating from law school. Mike
Leach made a lasting impact on the
game of football, to be sure, but, more
importantly, his extraordinary leader-
ship and passion for the game made a
lasting impact on his players, his col-
leagues, and his loved ones.

These remarks can’t fully encompass
Mike Leach’s life as a husband, father,
grandfather, scholar, mentor, and char-
itable man. Still, Mississippi is blessed
to have been able to call Mike Leach
one of our own these past years.

While our State mourns, we remain
grateful for the memories and the sto-
ries his legacy leaves.

My heart goes out to his family and
the entire Bulldog family.

Hail State, and rest in peace, Coach.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished President pro tempore of
the U.S. Senate.

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank
the Presiding Officer for the recogni-
tion, and I thank all who are here.

There are some things we experience
in life that we can never prepare for no
matter how hard we try. Embarking on
a life with the person you love is one.
Having, raising, and loving a child is
another. And then there is this one
today.

I have been here 48 years. Perhaps to
the dismay of hundreds of distin-
guished Presiding Officers, I have de-
livered many floor statements—some
more eloquent than others, some less—
but I have never delivered a speech like
this, and I so appreciate all of you in-
dulging me.

My friends and colleagues, Marcelle
and I have such warm and lasting
memories of so many who have served
in this Chamber, now and through
many years, including mentors from
the first day I arrived here, like Repub-
lican Senator Bob Stafford. He was our
State’s senior Senator when I arrived
here, and I watched him in awe. But he
was a person who looked me in the eye
and said to this 34-year-old freshman:
Patrick, you are not my junior Sen-
ator; from here on, you are my Senate
partner. And what a difference that
made.

In the last 48 years, the Senate has
become a family to both Marcelle and
me. Here, we have found friends—some
of our best friends—and relationships
that will last throughout our lifetime.
It is also the place where I had the
privilege of fighting for Vermont—the
place where I was born, where I met
Marcelle; the place where we started
our family; and the place to which,
early in the new year, we will return
together, the State of our birth.

But I have a reverence for this place
and its history, its constitutional role
that, as people, I know we all share. I
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have had this sense of awe about the
Senate from an early age. I used to
walk to the Capitol in my time here as
a law student at Georgetown Univer-
sity Law Center. I would sit in the Gal-
lery. I would watch, transfixed, as the
Senate debated the most pressing
issues of the day. Back then, I could
have never imagined that I would one
day etch my name into one of these
desks, let alone that I would have the
opportunity to cast well over 17,000
votes, that I would serve with 400 Sen-
ators during my time here.

Eight times the voters of Vermont—
my neighbors, my friends, my family—
gave me the great gift of their faith in
sending me here to be their voice in the
United States Senate, but what pro-
pelled me to run was the belief that I
understood the needs and values of
Vermont and thought it was time for a
new generation to address them.

Dublin-born Parliamentarian Ed-
mund Burke’s speech to the Electors of
Bristol serves as my North Star. He
said:

Your representative owes you, not his in-
dustry only, but his judgment.

Burke also said that a representative
ought not to sacrifice to you his con-
science.

After what many described at that
time as an improbable win in a State
that had never elected a Democrat,
never elected anybody as young as I
was, I began my time in the Senate in
the aftermath of a constitutional cri-
sis. We faced a nation broken by the
Watergate scandal, the resignation of
President Nixon, and an endless war in
Vietnam. As I leave in a few days, the
Nation is coping with strains and chal-
lenges of other kinds, including very
real threats to the whole concept of a
working democracy, the sanctity of our
Constitution, our elections, and the
strength of the rule of law.

Another thing I could never have
imagined as that young law student
sitting up there in the Gallery was that
one day this Chamber itself and the
Capitol would be stormed by a lawless
and violent mob.

Now, the Senate can be the con-
science of the Nation. Being elected
three times as President pro tempore, I
felt T was entrusted as one of many
stewards of the time-honored norms
and traditions which were passed down
over the years, which helped build
trust, which helped the Senate, when
possible, to work through problems to
get difficult things done and to allow
the Senate, at its best, to rise to the
occasion and serve as the collective
conscience of the Nation. I have seen
the importance of acts of grace and po-
litical self-restraint that make the
Senate work.

When I arrived here, bipartisan co-
operation was the norm, not the excep-
tion. It was engrained in the fabric of
what it means to be a U.S. Senator.

Now, make no mistake, the Senate of
yesterday was far from perfect. I came
here in 1975, and I realize several of you
were not old enough to vote at that
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time. In that body, there were still
Senators who signed the Southern
Manifesto, who filibustered landmark
civil rights laws. It was a Senate of 99
people because there had been a tied
race in New Hampshire. So I was sworn
in to serve alongside 98 other men—all
men, not a single woman out of 100—
and I thought, boy, progress was a long
way away.

But the Senate I entered had one re-
markable, redeeming quality: The
overwhelming majority of Senators of
both parties believed they were here to
do a job, not just score political points
or reduce debate oratory to bumper
sticker slogans. Issues like budgets and
farm bills and transportation bills had
nothing to do with whether a Senator
was a Republican or a Democrat; it was
all about the nature of our home
States.

Now, no one would accuse Bob Dole
or Ted Kennedy or George McGovern or
Howard Baker or Paul Laxalt or so
many others of being closet Democrats
or closet Republicans, but each one of
them understood that, to do our jobs
the right way, we had to work to-
gether. And we did.

Republican leader Senator MCCON-
NELL and I have worked together on
the Appropriations Committee. We
passed our gavel back and forth on the
Foreign Ops Subcommittee depending
upon who was in the majority, and we
worked together passing complex bills,
but we worked with a sense of common
purpose and respect and incredible pro-
ductivity because we had that common
purpose.

Now, of course, that did not mean
there weren’t times when both sides
fought like cats and dogs on the Senate
floor, in an election campaign. That
was understood. But there were unwrit-
ten rules that applied, quite different
than they are today. Senators didn’t
engage in scorched-earth politics be-
cause they knew they would return the
day after the election to a Senate that
only worked if you found and stood on
common ground. The person you bat-
tled today might be someone you need
to work with on a different issue to-
morrow.

Now, I will share something easily
forgotten but something I learned on
the Agriculture Committee. I once
overheard someone say in the cloak-
room that they had been out driving in
the middle of nowhere. Well, I thought
to myself, if you are one of the people
who live there, you know it is always
the middle of somewhere. And that was
a bit of a brainstorm.

For years, I had been traveling, when
Senate recesses allowed, to try to un-
derstand the world a little better, trav-
eled to build some relationships with
other leaders in other countries, allies
and adversaries alike. From that very
first codel onward, I found that almost
without fail, when Senators of both
parties travel together, their partisan
differences dull and their shared per-
spective grows. You see a country, and
you see the country through each oth-
er’s eyes, not just your own.
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So Dick Lugar and I came up with a
new idea: Let’s have a codel here at
home in the United States to help Sen-
ators understand that rural States—
whether they are north, south, east, or
west—had a lot in common, to make it
clear that everywhere was somewhere
and ‘“‘nowhere’” was just a place on a
map you hadn’t experienced yet. So we
explored those States together, having
codels in each of the States—Repub-
lican States and Democratic States—
and would hear from the people there,
but more importantly, we got to know
each other. We all became invested in
each other’s success, legislative and
personal.

I fear those days may be gone, but I
pray just temporarily because if we
don’t start working together more, if
we don’t know and respect each other,
the world’s greatest deliberative body
will sink slowly into irrelevance and,
Heaven forbid, become our own version
of the House of Lords.

I am especially proud of the work I
have been able to do for Vermont and
for Americans across the Nation. Our
distinguished 1leader here, Senator
SCHUMER, has heard more about
Vermont than anybody from New York
ever has, and I thank him—I thank
him, as a lifelong Vermonter, for lis-
tening. Among them are things that
came from Vermont—the organic
standards and labeling act. It was first
blocked because it would be crunchy
granola. Well, it is a $60 billion indus-
try in this country now. Some crunch.
Some granola.

We also enacted in this body the
world’s first ban on the export of anti-
personnel landmines. I started off hav-
ing three votes backing me, three or
four votes. When it came to a vote—
every desk carrying a publication I
helped write—the vote was 100 to 0
across the political spectrum. I am
very, very proud of that.

There were decades of work here to
protect our beloved Lake Champlain;
supporting our farmers and forging new
markets; revitalizing historic town
centers across our State; greatly ex-
panding the Green Mountain National
Forest by more than 140,000 acres, pro-
tecting one of Vermont’s and actually
one of America’s greatest treasures;
and bringing resources to rebuild after
disasters, from the devastation of
Tropical Storm Irene to the ravage of
the COVID pandemic. I can never
thank enough the Senators of both par-
ties who joined with me on that.

The Leahy War Victims Fund is help-
ing innocent victims of war across the
globe. The Innocence Protection Act
and the Kirk Bloodsworth Program fa-
cilitate use of DNA evidence to convict
the guilty and exonerate the innocent.
And there are the human rights protec-
tions of the Leahy Law. I will be for-
ever grateful that I had an opportunity
to be here to put those laws in place.

We strengthened and extended the
Violence Against Women Act. I was
joined on that by colleagues on both
sides of the aisle so we could do it,
making it the act it is today.
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Then there is the work on the Voting
Rights Act and the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, where I joined with a
prominent Republican, and I as a Dem-
ocrat said: Americans have a right to
know what their government is doing
no matter which party is in control of
the government; a longtime effort to
restore diplomatic relations with Cuba;
and a landmark program to remediate
toxic sites in Vietnam left over from
the use of Agent Orange in the Viet-
nam war and to care for those who
were exposed. I thank the Presidents of
both parties who backed me on doing
that and brought relief to a country
that so desperately needed it.

We made our copyright laws more ef-
fective—the bill we were able to write
updated the copyright laws for the first
time in 50 years—and protected Ameri-
cans’ privacy from government over-
reach.

I mentioned the strengthening of the
Freedom of Information Act several
times and in several ways. No matter
what party we belong to, we ought to
know what our government is doing.

I have often been asked for the for-
mula that I have used to get laws like
these across the finish line. I must
admit, I allowed a little bit of humor
this morning at 1 or 1:30 when we filed
the omnibus bill. I should probably re-
lease what I told Chairman SCHUMER. I
do it very fairly. I treat every State
the same, alphabetically starting with
the letter V—no. Let me be serious for
a moment in case anybody thinks that
is what we do. We do it because Demo-
crats and Republicans learn to work
together, and each side knows that
they don’t get every single thing they
want, but they can get most of the
things the American people need. It is
far more important that the American
people are helped than any one of us in-
dividually.

It feels like yesterday that I walked
into my first meeting with the person
who would become my first majority
leader, ‘“‘Iron Mike’” Mansfield. The
majority leader put a fundamental
question to every new Senator: Why do
you want to be here—for the title or to
make a difference, to make lives bet-
ter?

Although he was a soft-spoken man
who listened more than he spoke and
rarely gave speeches on the Senate
floor, Leader Mansfield dispensed one
piece of advice that made as enduring
an impression as the question he left to
each Senator to answer for themselves.
He said: ‘“‘Senators should always keep
their word.” And I think of that every
single time I look at his portrait in the
Mansfield Room.

It struck me that across all those
weighty debates, navigating the com-
plicated and contradictory politics of a
Senate and a caucus that included ev-
erything from—remember when I came
in—social conservatives and seg-
regationists to civil rights icons and
prairie populists, Mansfield succeeded
because he understood that the cur-
rency of the institution was actually
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trust, not ideology. ‘‘Senators should
always keep their word.” It was a sim-
ple formula, but it worked.

If you knew what commitments col-
leagues had made to each other, you
could count the votes. If you could
count the votes, you could set the
agenda. If you knew the agenda, you
could set the schedule. If you could set
the schedule, you could pass legislation
and still send the Senators home to be
present in their States when it count-
ed. And if 100 Senators were invested in
keeping their word to one another,
then together we could keep our word
to this institution and to the Constitu-
tion.

So, Mr. President, I am going to
leave here with the satisfaction of
knowing that I answered Leader Mans-
field’s question the best way I could, in
keeping with my conscience, and that I
did what I could to make a difference.
And I leave here knowing above all
that, right or wrong, difficult or easy,
I kept my word to Vermont and to each
of you.

I want to thank my current staff and
my staff throughout those 48 years.
They have steadfastly stood by me and
our shared goals to deliver for
Vermonters, for Vermont, and for all of
our country.

I want to thank my family—our chil-
dren, their spouses, our grandchildren,
my parents, who were here with me to
start this journey in my first Senate
election, who I know watch over the
entire Leahy family today, as do
Marcelle’s parents, who were also
there. What a gift. What a gift to have
had a mother and father who passed
down to their children and grand-
children not privilege but a powerful
example.

One of the problems of being half
Irish and half Italian is that sometimes
your emotions get under you.

And, of course, Marcelle. I was 19 and
she was 17 when we met. I took one
look at Marcelle, and I knew I wanted
to go on every journey together. Sixty-
three years later, we are still on that
journey. She is still my closest friend,
my partner, and my anchor.

I have been uniquely blessed to have
served with fellow Vermonters who
share my deep love and commitment to
Vermont: Senator Bob Stafford, Sen-
ator Jim Jeffords, Senator BERNIE
SANDERS, Representative Peter Smith,
and, of course, Representative and now
Senator-elect PETER WELCH. I couldn’t
be more grateful that Congressman and
Senator-elect PETER WELCH will be car-
rying on after me with his own agenda.

I might mention, you are going to
like and respect your new fellow Sen-
ator. I think people will on both sides
of the aisle. Our collective efforts are
why in so many ways Vermont con-
tinues to set an example for the Nation
to follow.

Marcelle and I will leave with the
same conviction that brought us to
Washington in the first place: that the
brighter horizons of tomorrow hold the
hope of the future. I leave still car-
rying that same sense of reverence
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about the place I felt as a law student.
I have had and still have so many
“pinch-me”” moments, and one of the
last ones will be etching my name in-
side my desk.

I will forever carry with me the en-
during bond of my fellow Vermonters,
whose common sense and goodness are
what I have tried to match as their
representative.

‘“What a place this is.”” I wrote those
words in the margin of my legal pad as
I rode back to our house late one
evening after a very full Senate session
last year when we were working out
COVID relief for people who were still
hurting. But what a place this is still.

I wondered what this 82-year-old
President pro tempore of the United
States Senate would love to say to the
33-year-old version of myself nervously
walking for the first time onto the
Senate floor. The 82-year-old President
pro tempore would say to that 33-year-
old brand new Senator from Vermont:
Don’t lose that sense of awe, kid. Hold
on to it. Treasure it. Don’t even for a
minute forget what a privilege and a
responsibility it is to serve here.

I have never forgotten.

Sometimes when I drive past the Jef-
ferson Memorial and I look at Jeffer-
son in his marble rotunda, I am re-
minded of the tension that was and is
America: imperfect people struggling
to make reality out of ideals that they
fail themselves to meet but always, al-
ways Keep on trying. I think of my fa-
ther, the self-taught historian. He
loved to share with me the twists and
turns of times gone by, not to lift up
heroes as idols or point out their feet
of clay but to find meaning and pur-
pose in the journey. Only first-genera-
tion immigrants like my mother,
whose parents had left homes where
such journeys of change and redemp-
tion were not possible, could have such
a gleeful appreciation for the fact that
America wasn’t a place but an idea—an
idea of unmatched possibilities ever in
search of its own perfection, for new
and next generations to write.

I have so loved the privilege of being
even a small part of this story, Amer-
ica’s story, and I have loved the privi-
lege of working with giants and heroes
here in this Chamber.

I think of John Glenn and the Senate
he represented. We came in together. I
wonder what he would think of how we
carried the baton that he passed on to
the next generation. And then my mind
flashes back to John’s internment at
Arlington National Cemetery. In the
chapel where we gathered, at the end,
the marine bugler played ‘“Taps.”
Imagine a somber feeling. He paused
and then, completing a request that
Senator Glenn had made himself but
kept as a surprise, burst into ‘“‘Rev-
eille.” The mood in that chapel. That
was John Glenn. There was a time to
mourn and remember what was lost,
but there was always another mission,
another call to serve, another day. And
that is how it has to be for every one of
us—every one of us—in this Chamber.
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Yes, the Senate is broken in too
many places. No, our institutions are
not what Mike Mansfield, Hugh Scott,
Gerry Ford, Hubert Humphrey, Ted
Kennedy, John Stennis, and Barry
Goldwater knew them to be.

But some of that change is good. A
lot of it is tragic. It all is simply what
it is. I tell my colleagues: You can
point fingers, or you can point the way
forward to something better. And that
is America, isn’t it?

So I don’t leave here today with a
requiem for the Senate. I leave here
with a recipe and request for its re-
newal—not taps, but reveille—always
reaching, always repairing, never re-
treating, never retiring from the jour-
ney. America doesn’t stop. The Senate
just keeps turning. If we are lucky—if
we are lucky—all of us get a chance to
help tilt the trajectory forward. Just
remember what Mike Mansfield said:
Keep your word.

Thirty years ago, I visited a refugee
camp after a war in that country. I
brought my cameras, as I do every-
where, so I can show people back in
Washington the human toll of this
issue. Always on visits like this, I
would ask if it is OK to take someone’s
picture. To be a displaced person is to
have endured enough without some-
body invading your privacy. On this
trip, a man encouraged me to take his
picture. I looked at his worn, weary
face with a rangefinder. We sat and
talked afterward, and he said simply:
Don’t forget people like me. That black
and white picture has hung above my
desk for 30 years since. Every day I
come to work, he is looking at me. He
is saying: You don’t know my name;
you don’t speak my language; there is
nothing I can do to help you, but what
are you doing to help people like me?

Conscience—that is what people are
hungry for governments to stand for.
So now I am taking my ‘‘conscience
photo’ home with me, but I know that
man’s eyes will keep watching all of us
and all of you.

What a journey. What an abiding
hope that someday after I am gone, the
Senate and both parties will come back
together and be the conscience of the
Nation. You can build a Senate defined
not by sound bites, but one strength in
the women and men with a sense of his-
tory who insist our Republic move for-
ward. For the sake of all those children
and their children and all children and
all Americans, it not only can be done,
it has to be done.

Serving with 400 different Senators
has been an honor, but representing
Vermonters has been the greatest
honor. I am humbled and always will
be by their support. I am confident
what the future holds, but that is going
to be up to all of you.

I will submit a list of the staff that
made it possible over the years for me
to do this, people who deserve the cred-
it for my accomplishment.

I end with, to every one of my col-
leagues: Thank you.

(Applause, Senators rising.)
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Mr. President, the Senate in a real
sense is a family. I have come to know
and work with so many staff members
and their families, reporters and pho-
tographers, the Capitol Police—includ-
ing the detail assigned to me in my
current role—the Senate pages, and the
many others whose work helps run and
maintain this hallowed building.

I have been blessed with talented
aides who were drawn to public service
for the right reasons—superb assistants
like my current chief of staff, J.P.
Dowd; legislative director Erica
Chabot, who now assists Chairwoman
STABENOW as the new staff director for
the Agriculture Committee; my cur-
rent legislative director, Sherman Pat-
rick; my deputy chief of staff, Annette
Gillis; my senior adviser, Kevin
McDonald; my State director, John
Tracy, and Chuck Ross, before him; my
longtime chief foreign policy adviser,
Tim Rieser; my longtime communica-
tions director, David Carle; my two top
aides leading the Appropriations Com-
mittee staff, Charles Kieffer and
Chanda Betourney; my press secretary
on the Appropriations Committee, Jay
Tilton; my chief counsel and staff di-
rector on the Judiciary Committee,
Raj Venkataramanan; and Bruce Cohen
and Kristine Lucius, my former chief
counsels and staff directors on the Ju-
diciary Committee; also former chiefs
of staff Lluke Albee, Ed Pagano, Ellen
Lovell and Paul Bruhn; former deputy
chief of staff Ann Berry, who now so
ably serves as Secretary of the Senate;
Clara Kircher was deputy chief of staff
before her; and so many others.

I will submit for the RECORD a full
roster of those who have served on my
staff over the years. Marcelle and I
thank them all, and we will miss seeing
them in the hallways and hearing
rooms.

I ask unanimous consent that the
names of all those who served on my
personal office and committee staff be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Abare, Kimberly A; Abrams, Evan; Ach-
eson, Emma R; Ackerman, Kenneth D;
Adcock, Alexandra Brooke; Adegbile, Debo
P; Aden-Wansbury, Casey; Adkins, David C;
Aeschliman, Katherine E; Agnew, C.W.
Lucas; Aguirre, John J; Aidun, Hillary;
Aiken, Gloria I; Aja, Lucille Li; Albee, Luke
S; Alberghini DiPalma, Theresa; Alexander,
Catherine C; Ali, Mohammad H; Allbee, Ron-

ald A.
Allen, Emma Neelani; Allen, Kristen;
Allendorf, Laura L; Aloi, Elizabeth A;

Amaya, John; Amestoy, Christina; Anderson,
Katherine S; Anderson, Nina R; Andrews,
Dawn K; Anechiarico, Dacey M; Angel, Car-
ole; Apfeld, Luke; Arenos, Frieda L; Arfa,
Rachel M; Arms, Vanessa M; Ash, Katherine
E; Ashley, Rebecca; Atkinson, Corinne Lou-
ise; Audet, Autumn; Audet, Jeremy.

Audet, Susan O; Audette, Jessie; Audibert,
Matthew J; Axe, Jessi K; Babb, Peter M;
Backup, Ditra R N; Baenig, Brian T; Bagley,
Meredith M; Baglien, Brent A; Bahrenburg,
Andrew J; Baird, Stacy A; Baker, Benjamin
I; Baker, David M; Baker, Ross K; Ballard,
Grady; Bambara, Alicia R; Bang-Jensen,
Bree L; Banister, Lauren Dorothy; Banks,
Brian L; Bannigan, Clara A.
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Barber, Judy E; Barham, Mary A; Barlowe,
Alexandra C; Barnes, Elizabeth H; Barnett,
Lynette R; Barnhart, Elizabeth C; Barrett,
Debra S; Barrett, Gretchen M; Barrett,
Michelle Li; Barron, Edward J; Barron, James
W; Barros, Kathleen; Barry, Elise; Barry,
John W; Barry, Lydia Kennie; Bartlett, Ellen
J; Bashford, Jessica N; Bastin, Jennifer;
Bates, Taylor H; Bauers, Sarah.

Bayer, Shannon J; Bean, Rebecca A; Bean,
Walker T; Beaton, Alex J; Beaudoin JR, Eu-
gene W; Becker, Jonathan H; Becker-Pollet,
Jennifer A; Beckert, John B; Bednarczyk,
Michael C; Bedoya, Alvaro M; Belforti, Mi-
chael; Belle Isle, Paul P; Benedict, Margot G;
Benjamin, Claire R; Benjamin, Karen;
Benner, Timothy C; Berger, Jonathan;
Bergh, Thomas R; Berry, Jessica M; Berry,
Marsha E.

Berry, Sonceria A; Berry, Thomas H;
Bessette, Thomas A; Betourney, Chanda M;
Bettman, Randi L; Bhardwaj, Manu K;
Bhattacharya, Monica; Billings, Susanna S;
Bird, Jennifer L; Birmingham, Matthew T;
Bisaccio, Derek P; Bishop, Douglas K;
Bittinger, William D; Blain, Natacha;
Blaisdel, Michael E; Bland, Zachary D; Blau,
Zachary; Block, Alexandra K; Bloom, Ham-
ilton R; Bloom, Lauren H.

Bludevich, Zoe N; Boardman, Somayina;
Boehm, Eric W; Boggs, Alexia C; Bolduc,
Kathleen R; Bolivar, Sylvia E; Bomberger,
Elizabeth U; Bongiorno, Julianne R; Book-
binder, Noah D; Bordonaro, Anne E; Borre,
Mary Alisa; Bottome, Lydia D; Bouchard,
Maureen O; Bourne, Sarah H; Bowie, Gavin
M; Bowles, Katherine Jackson; Bowman,
Scott; Boyd, John C; Brackett, Lauren M;
Braddock, Richard L.

Brady, Claire B; Brady, Edward M; Brady,
Jessica L; Bragg, Janell L; Bragg, Lucia F;
Brandt, David R; Brannigan, Susan; Branon,
Bryan J; Breslin, Janet E; Bresnahan, Jen-
nifer; Brewster, Hazel C; Brickey, Carolyn W;
Brighenti, Lisa M; Bright III, William E;
Bright, Caroline W; Briglin, Timothy C;
Brosnan, Aaron N; Brosseau, Maria C.

Brostrom, Molly; Brown, Coleman M;
Brown, Geoffrey H; Brown, Jennifer M;
Brown, Joanne M; Brown, Kelly D; Brown,
Marjorie J; Brown, Roger; Bruchs, Amanda
Kate; Bruhn, Kathleen S; Bruhn, Paul A;
Brundage, Nina R; Buchdahl, Jacob; Buis,
Thomas P; Burditt, Elise C; Burfeind,
Leanna L; Burgess, Brady; Burgess, Mary E;
Burke, Caroline E; Burkins, Melody B.

Burroughs, Jeneva E; Byme, Mary L;
Caalim, Angela-Gussi I; Caffary, Robert G;
Cain, Stephen J; Calabro, Lia; Calderon,
Marialejandra; Calhoun, Michael J;
Callander, Sarah E; Callands, Valerie J;
Callison, James Patrick; Camp, Erik G;
Campbell JR, John B; Campbell, Charles M;
Campbell, Eamonn; Cangelosi, Allegra;
Cannone, Kyle; Cantor, Max S; Carle, David
W; Camahan, Paul A.

Cames, Alexander N; Carpenter, Thomas R;
Carragher, Allison M; Carrel, Marc; Carrese,
Madeleine C; Carrier, Joyce H; Carrigan,
Joan H; Carroll, Patrick B; Carson, April R;
Carter, Erin E; Carter, Morgan R; Case,
Emily Van Buren; Casey, Angie L; Castro,
George A; Cater, Natalie E; Celentano, Kath-
erine E; Chaffee, Louise C; Chandler, Crystal
L; Chant, Paul W; Chap, Helen.

Charron, Samuel Leddy; Chauvin, Hannah
C; Cheatham, Anne W; Cheney, Bradford B;
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L; Wilson, Jennifer E; Wilson, Scott B;
Windauer, Daniel K; Wingate, Meghan H;
Winski, John B; Wise, Robert E; Wisehart,
Gretchen S; Witting, William N; Wolf, Carole
L; Wolf, Julie LL; Womble, Matt R; Woodfield,
Mila A.

Woodfin, Jane D; Woodside, Meredith G;
Woolwine, Jason T; Wright, David P; Wright,
Lauren E; Yadav, Anuradha; Yarbrough,
Benjamin Allen; Yaworske, Jason A; Yerby ,
Erin D; Yezerski, Adam M; Yoder, Lyle E;
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Young II, Robert E; Young, Courtney B;
Young, Grace; Young, Kelly M; Yozell, Sally;
Zablocki, Anna R; Zahn, Matthew V;
Zamore, Leah; Zayas, David M; Zimmer,
Kurt F; Zimmerman, Melissa E; Ziolkowski,
John J; Ziter, Rhonda M; Zuri, Sharman A;
Zvarova, Zuzana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Leader
SCHUMER.

Mr. SCHUMER. Well, it is never easy
to bid farewell to a retiring colleague,
but, boy, this one is hard. It is even
harder to bid farewell to a friend; and
everyone is PAT’s friend. But today, we
say thank you not to just a colleague
and not just a dear friend, but to an in-
stitution all his own.

PAT, we are here to say we honor
you. We are here to say we will miss
you. Most of all, we are here to say we
are happy for you on your well-earned
retirement.

We all just heard PAT speaking so
eloquently, so beautifully from the
heart, from his good soul. And it took
a lot of strength for all of us to keep
this together. I saw lots of misty eyes
in different parts of his speech—Ilots of
misty eyes.

It is the conclusion of an era here in
the Senate. We will call this the Leahy
era for all you have done. It is an era
that began in the aftermath of Water-
gate and now concludes nearly 50 years
and 8 terms later, a legacy that in-
cludes so much—Appropriations chair,
Judiciary chair, President pro tempore.
And to be sure, he is finishing his ten-
ure precisely the way we all expect him
to, by being up at 1:30 a.m. this morn-
ing—it kept getting later—to file the
omnibus.

If you looked up the word ‘‘Senator”
in the dictionary, you wouldn’t be
crazy to expect a picture of PAT in-
cluded alongside that word. His name
is synonymous with everything good,
dignified, and admirable in the upper
Chamber. PAT learned so much in the
years he has been here, and PAT was
everything.

One accomplishment that he men-
tioned that just shows the mettle of
the man was the work he did on land
mines, anti-personnel land minds. He
did an amagzing job. There are thou-
sands and thousands of people across
the world—children, old people, and ev-
eryone in between—who are not
maimed, who are alive because of his
persistence, his dedication. It took all
of his skills, his knowledge of policy,
his bipartisan chops, eloquence on the
floor, his stubborn relentlessness, and
most of all, his sense of duty to the
people of world. He so aptly concluded
with the picture we have all seen in his
office over his desk.

Of course, PAT will be the first to
shun these accomplishments as his
alone. After all, he is just one half of
the equation. The other half, of course,
is Marcelle, an amazing, amazing per-
son. And we love you, Marcelle. We
love you.

(Applause.)

So, folks, it is the end of an era. PAT
has done an amazing job in so many
different ways. He could have sat here
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all day and all night if he were to de-
lineate everything he has done for us
and the American people.

Folks, in closing, let me return to a
serious thought on duty from a source
I suspect is near and dear to PAT’s
heart, the great poet Robert Frost. For
those unfamiliar, the title of PAT’S new
memoir, ‘“The Road Taken,” which ev-
eryone should read, is a play on Frost’s
famous poem ‘‘The Road Not Taken.”
Like PAT, Frost lived in Vermont, at
least for much of his life. He was a
great lover of nature, a bold voice for a
generation confounded by war, depres-
sion, and disruptions of modernity.

But there is another Frost poem 1
want to cite today, ‘‘Stopping by
Woods on a Snowy Evening.” It is
about a man torn between his sense of
duty to get home to his family and
stopping to bask in the beauty of the
countryside:

Whose woods these are I think I know.

His house is in the village though;

He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.

PAT, you have walked the miles; you
kept your promises; and when you get
home to your beautiful tree farm up in
northern Vermont, you have earned
more than a few extra hours of sleep.
But I have no doubt when you get up
each morning, you will be going, striv-
ing, keeping on finding new ways to
make Vermont a better place, just as
you made the Senate a better place for
all of us.

Thank you, dear friend. We love you.
We love you. We are going to miss you
and Marcelle so very, very much.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, as the
other Senator from our small State of
630,000 people, I want to thank Senator
LEAHY on behalf of all Vermonters and
people throughout this country for his
48 years of service here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

On a personal note, obviously, Sen-
ator LEAHY and I have worked together
for many, many decades. He was very
helpful to me when I was mayor of the
city of Burlington. We worked together
when I was a member of the House. Ob-
viously, we worked together for
Vermont since I have been in the Sen-
ate.

And I think if you drive around our
beautiful State—and we want you all
to visit us, maybe not this weekend
where there is a snowstorm but come
in the spring—you will see many of the
impacts Senator LEAHY has had on our
State, really from one end of the State
to the other.

But it is not only the impacts he has
had on Vermont, it is the impacts he
has had on the Nation and, in fact, as
Senator SCHUMER said, on the entire
world. As a TU.S. Senator, Senator
LEAHY has been a great chairman of
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the Committee on the Judiciary, deal-
ing with some of the major issues that
committee has dealt with over the dec-
ades. He has been a great chairman of
the Agricultural Committee. And now,
as we all know, he has done an out-
standing job as chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee, along with Sen-
ator SHELBY. In the middle of the
night, I gather, they finally finished
this omnibus bill, and we thank them
very much for that.

As I think we have heard, Senator
LEAHY is known internationally for his
efforts to ban the export and the use of
land mines. That, in fact, has saved the
lives of God knows how many peobple
and prevented the maiming of many,
many more. We thank Senator LEAHY
for that.

We thank him for the work that he
has accomplished to end the use of
these terrible weapons and also his cre-
ation of the Leahy War Victims Fund
to get relief for those harmed by these
terrible weapons. Beyond that, Senator
LEAHY, very importantly, worked to
pass what has become known as the
Leahy War, a human rights law to pro-
hibit the U.S. from providing equip-
ment and training for foreign military
suspected of gross human rights viola-
tion. In that sense, he is standing up
for the values of this country.

His international accomplishments
are impressive, but in Vermont, our
constituents know Senator LEAHY for
the work he has done on the issues that
are much closer to home, like his sup-
port for agriculture, dairy, and
organics. In 1990, as chairman of the
Senate Agricultural Committee, Sen-
ator LEAHY championed the Organics
Foods Production Act. At that time, as
he indicated, organics was not under-
stood to be what it is today. But Sen-
ator LEAHY understood that farmers in
Vermont and around this country de-
serve to have standards in place to en-
sure a fair playing field. As a result of
that, the organics industry has ex-
ploded.

Today, in our rural agricultural
State of Vermont, its small farmers
struggle to compete against corporate
agriculture, organic production, and
organic standards have helped many
stay afloat to this day, in no small part
thanks to Senator LEAHY.

Beyond organic agriculture, Vermont
dairy producers have also benefited
from Senator LEAHY’s efforts to enact
a Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact
and establish the Milk Income Loss
compensation bargain. All of us from
agricultural States know how impor-
tant it is to maintain family-based ag-
riculture, and Senator LEAHY has cer-
tainly been a leader on that.

Just as important as his work on ag-
ricultural issues for Vermont has been
Senator LEAHY’S work supporting
Vermont’s rural landscape and our
beautiful environment. Senator LEAHY
has fought to protect wildlife refuges
across the United States, including the
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge in
Vermont, as well as national forest
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land, like Green Mountain National
Forest.

But perhaps the environmental work
Senator LEAHY is best known for in
Vermont is his work as a champion of
our beautiful Lake Champlain, which
we consider one of the Great Lakes. Is
that right, Senator LEAHY?

Through his work on the Appropria-
tions Committee, Senator LEAHY has
secured funding for cleaning up and
protecting Lake Champlain, as well as
to study the lake to learn more about
how to protect it for our kids and fu-
ture generations.

Throughout these last 48 years, Sen-
ator LEAHY has had dozens of staff who
have worked by his side, both in
Vermont and in Washington, who have
been dedicated to all of the many ef-
forts he has championed. All of us who
have served in the Senate know that
we cannot do this work alone, and Sen-
ator LEAHY’s staff deserves the sincere
thanks of all of us—including all
Vermonters—for their hard work and
dedication over these last many years.

But as we have heard this morning,
staff may come and go, but there has
been one person by Senator LEAHY’S
side every single day of his 48 years of
service to Vermont, and that is his wife
Marcelle. And I have had the privilege
of knowing Marcelle for many of those
48 years, and Jane and I wish Marcelle
and PAT the very best on their retire-
ment years.

While much has been said today
about Senator LEAHY’s time in the
Senate, those words cannot be said
without adding the important role that
Marcelle has played in his life. This
year, the Senator and Marcelle cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary,
and I can tell you that, just as all
Vermonters know the name PAT
LEAHY, they also know Marcelle.

And if there is such a thing as being
“First Lady of Vermont,” Marcelle,
that is you. So thank you very much
for all you have done for our State.

So with that, let me once again
thank Senator LEAHY so much for his
years of service to Vermont and the
country. We wish him and Marcelle the
very best in the future.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The Senator from Alabama.

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I, along
with many others, want to thank Sen-
ator PAT LEAHY for a remarkable 48
years of service here in the Senate. As
chairman of the Appropriations, Judi-
ciary, and Agriculture Committees and
President pro tempore of the Senate, I
believe it is more than fair to say that
Pat has had a profound impact on this
institution.

First elected to the Senate in 1974,
Senator LEAHY has served Vermont for
eight terms and ranks first in senior-
ity, as we know, in the U.S. Senate.
There are not many people in history
whom you can say that about, as it re-
quires a great deal of hard work, pa-
tience, and commitment.

Before coming to Washington, Sen-
ator LEAHY served for 8 years as the
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State’s attorney in Vermont. In 1974,
he was elected as one of three out-
standing prosecutors in the United
States. Clearly, his degree from
Georgetown Law School has served him
well over the years.

Senator LEAHY has dutifully served
on the Committee on Appropriations
for more than 40 years, and I have had
the honor of serving alongside him for
28 years. We have gone back and forth
as chairman and vice chairman in re-
cent years, and while it is never easy
to relinquish the title of chairman, I
would not wish to do so with anyone
other than PAT LEAHY.

I am deeply proud of all that Senator
LEAHY and I have been able to accom-
plish together on the Appropriations
Committee. Just last night, as all of
you know, we reached an agreement
and filed the 2023 Omnibus appropria-
tions package, containing all 12 appro-
priations measures. This would not
have been possible had Senator LEAHY
not been at the table.

PAT has several passions outside of
the Senate, as a lot of you probably
know. He is an accomplished photog-
rapher and an avid family man. He also
has a deep appreciation for the ‘‘Bat-
man’ movies, even garnering a few
cameos on the big screen, as we know.

Everything Senator LEAHY does, in
my judgment, he does well. The State
of Vermont has benefited from his serv-
ice in the Senate, and so has the Na-
tion.

By no means do we agree on every-
thing, but we respect each other and
our constitutional duty a great deal.

The Senate will not be the same
without you, PAT—without your lead-
ership, effectiveness, and kindness.

And I will miss working together
with him for the betterment of the
country.

I want to thank, again, Senator
LEAHY for his many contributions to
this body, as well as his wonderful wife
Marcelle. They have built an incredible
life together, and they are pillars in
our Senate community. My wife An-
nette and I have enjoyed their friend-
ship over the years. We wish them
every happiness in their next chapter.
They have certainly earned their re-
tirement.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor, as all of my col-
leagues do, someone whom I have had
the good fortune to work with my en-
tire time in the U.S. Senate, 22 years.
It is hard for me to believe that.

But Senator PAT LEAHY really is
more than a friend. He really is more
than a leader. As my colleagues have
said, he is an institution, and it is real-
ly hard to picture the U.S. Senate
without him.

I was thinking that maybe the only
time that we have disagreed was when
he wanted to name Lake Champlain a
Great Lake. It may be a big lake. It
may be a beautiful lake. It is not a
Great Lake.
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Senator LEAHY has literally made
our Nation and our world a freer and
fairer place. Through his leadership on
the Judiciary Committee, Senator
LEAHY has fought, as we know, for a
fair criminal justice system and great-
er civil rights protections. One exam-
ple is his tireless work that he spoke
about to restore the landmark Voting
Rights Act after the horrific Shelby
County decision in 2013.

And he hasn’t limited his fight for
justice to the United States. PAT
LEAHY is a champion for human rights
around the world, and I have had the
great fortune to travel with him and
see this up close.

Some of my fondest memories of Sen-
ator LEAHY and Marcelle were when we
traveled to Cuba in 2013 and then again
in 2015. What an adventure that was.
We met with Cuban officials to discuss
opportunities for greater cooperation
and reformers and activists who brave-
ly pushed back against the Castro re-
gime.

And in 2019, Senator LEAHY led a
large congressional delegation—a bi-
partisan delegation—to South Korea
and Vietnam. It was so incredibly mov-
ing to see the people of Vietnam honor
my friend for his long legacy of leader-
ship on landmines and the effort to
clean up areas contaminated with
dioxin during the Vietnam war.

They actually have a plaque. There
was this huge ceremony, literally roll-
ing out the red carpet on the military
base where they were announcing their
efforts on cleanup. A plaque was set up
primarily for Senator LEAHY, but all of
us on the trip had the good fortune of
having our names on it with him as
well. But the reverence shown for Sen-
ator LEAHY was really inspiring.

Senator LEAHY is also a legend on the
Agriculture Committee, as everyone
has said. He was chairman and ranking
member of the committee. His work
was guided by the same bipartisan
principles that guide Senator BOOZMAN
and me today. We have learned from
his leadership and his being a role
model to us.

He is the father of the organic farm
bill created over 30 years ago, which
now has created a $60 billion industry—
$60 billion industry.

He has been a leader on conservation
initiatives.

He is the author of the Farm to
School Program, which has been an
overwhelming success, showing chil-
dren that, actually, food doesn’t come
from the grocery store—you actually
plant it and harvest it and grow it—and
creating so much excitement for chil-
dren in school.

And anyone familiar with dairy pol-
icy knows that our Nation’s family
dairy farms have had no greater cham-
pion than Senator LEAHY.

And, of course, you can’t talk about
Senator LEAHY without mentioning his
love of everything Batman. I under-
stand he started reading Batman com-
ics as a young boy and grew up to voice
a character in an animated series and
appear in five Batman movies.
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He looked like he was having so
much fun that I decided to join him in
the last one, which was filmed in
Michigan, and I might say his char-
acter got blown up; mine didn’t.

PAT, we are going to miss you so
much, so much. I hope you enjoy many
wonderful days and years ahead with
Marcelle and your grandkids and your
camera.

Thank you for a job well done. You
have made Vermont, our country, and
our world a better place.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
Senators be permitted to complete
their remarks prior to the scheduled
vote: Senator COLLINS, Senator REED,
Senator CARDIN, and Senator COONS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
to pay tribute to a fellow New
Englander and a truly extraordinary
Senator, our friend PATRICK LEAHY.

In his memoir, Senator LEAHY said
that one word came to him time and
again as he prepared to announce his
retirement. That word is ‘‘conscience.”
The Senate, at its best, he wrote, has
been the Nation’s conscience—a place
where Members keep their word and
work together for the good of our coun-
try.

We heard him expound on that today
when he talked about the currency of
the Senate being trust.

He went on to say: It has been a place
where the minority has not just had a
seat at the table but a voice as well. It
has been a place where leaders join to-
gether across party lines to protect and
strengthen our precious democracy.

For 48 years, PATRICK LEAHY has been
such a leader. As we celebrate the fact
that he is the longest serving current
Senator and the longest serving in
Vermont’s history, we know that this
remarkable longevity is a consequence
of his character.

It has been such a pleasure to learn
from PATRICK LEAHY during many
years and to work with him. The legis-
lation that we introduced in 2013 to end
straw purchasing and the illegal traf-
ficking of firearms was incorporated
into the Bipartisan Safer Communities
Act that was signed into law this year.

We have worked together to better
protect runaway and homeless youth
with legislation to help thousands of
homeless young people nationwide.

We stood together at the signing
ceremony for the reauthorization of
the Violence Against Women Act.

My fellow New Englander has been a
champion for the Northern Border Re-
gional Commission, which supports job
creation and economic growth in the
rural areas of the Northeast.

As the former chairman and current
member of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, PAT has been such an ef-
fective advocate for our family farms. I
have had the pleasure of working with
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Senator LEAHY on many agricultural
issues, including support for our dairy
industries and vital nutrition pro-
grams.

And while Vermont and Maine may
disagree on which State produces the
best maple syrup, PAT has worked hard
to protect an industry that is part of
our region’s heritage.

Above all, as we have heard today,
PAT has been a stalwart champion of
human rights. He has said that the ac-
complishment of which he is most
proud is the Leahy Law of 1997 that
works to prevent egregious human
rights violations by American allies.

His determination, which we also
heard about today, to end the deploy-
ment of antipersonnel landmines
around the world has saved innocent
lives.

PATRICK has many talents, and he is
endlessly curious. Many of us have
been the beneficiaries of his wonderful
photographs, but this story shows that
that curiosity started at a very early
age. After all, who else but a 6-year-old
PAT LEAHY would have pedaled his tri-
cycle into the Vermont Governor’s of-
fice simply because the door was open
and he had to see what was inside? As
a photographer, he is both an artist
and a chronicler of history and, as has
also been mentioned, his recurring role
in Batman movies suggests that this
former State prosecutor has a bit of
“The Dark Knight’’ within him.

In his memoir, and again this morn-
ing, PAT laments that the Senate too
often has descended into
hyperpartisanship and political advan-
tage. But he has faith, as we were in-
spired by his remarks today, that the
Senate can once again be what it once
was. He writes: ‘‘Because it is the peo-
ple, not the rules, who give the Senate
its conscience.”

The title of PAT’s memoir, ‘““The
Road Taken,” is a twist on the famous
poem by Robert Frost, Vermont’s poet
laureate. PAT, you have taken the road
less traveled by, and it truly has made
all the difference, not just for your be-
loved Vermont but for our Nation. It
has been such an honor and privilege to
serve with you and to learn from you,
and I wish you and your wonderful wife
Marcelle all the best in the years to
come.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Well, Mr. President, let
me start with the obvious. I have al-
ways looked up to PAT LEAHY.

(Laughter.)

But we all know and we have all
heard what an extraordinary legislator
and public servant he has been for 48
years. But the most impressive and the
most enduring aspect of PAT LEAHY is
that he is a gentleman of decency and
dignity and selfless dedication to this
Nation, and in doing that he has in-
spired and sustained all of us who have
known him and who have had that
privilege.

His legislation has been extraor-
dinary. He has filled every moment of
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his service dedicated to helping the
American people, helping those who
need a chance, and helping particularly
the people of Vermont and globally,
reaching out to project from this coun-
try our best values and to transform
those values into action across the
globe.

He helped lead the effort to create
and fund the Bulletproof Vest Partner-
ship Grant Act, which now bears his
name, allowing police departments to
purchase over 1.5 million bulletproof
vests and saving thousands of lives
over the last two decades.

He authored the Innocence Protec-
tion Act, which ensures that law en-
forcement officials have the DNA test-
ing tools to find and convict criminals,
while improving access to DNA testing
for the wrongly convicted. At the heart
of what he has done and what he does
every day is justice.

He has been a champion for the Sec-
ond Chance Act, which helps individ-
uals returning from incarceration to
transition successfully into society.

As chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, he shepherded the critical re-
authorization for the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act.

As PAT commented, when he arrived
here there were no women in the Sen-
ate. There are now, fortunately, many
of our colleagues who are women, but
there is one gentleman who understood
what this country had to do to ensure
that women receive all the rights and
opportunities that they deserve.

As chairman of the Agriculture Com-
mittee, he helped New England agri-
culture significantly, promoting small
local farms and organic crops. He
championed important agriculture con-
servation programs, including the For-
est Legacy Program.

And in his own backyard, as many
have said, he has done more to protect
Lake Champlain than Champlain.

He is an extraordinary gentleman.

He has translated his local values,
his concern for average people, and his
innate sense of justice, as I mentioned
before, to the international arena. He
has worked across the world to safe-
guard human rights and human dig-
nity. He fought to enact the Leahy
Law, which requires the United States
to withhold assistance to agencies of
foreign governments that violate the
human rights of their own people.

He has worked to repair the damage
of the Vietnam war, the hazardous leg-
acy of Agent Orange and landmines. In-
deed, he has worked tirelessly to ban
the use, stockpiling, and production of
antipersonnel landmines around the
world and worked to support demining
operations in former war zones.

He has also been at the center in ef-
forts to improve relations with Cuba.
As a new Senator in 1990, it was my
privilege to travel with Senator LEAHY
as one of the first trips in an effort to
engage that nation. Of course, I acted
as translator, and we had an extremely
successful trip, I must add.

Now as the top Democrat on the Sen-
ate Appropriations Committee, Chair-
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man LEAHY led the efforts to get us out
of the Budget Control Act and back on
a path of much more astute and smart-
er investment for the Nation in the fu-
ture. He fought to put back into Con-
gress the power of the earmark, with
the sense that individual Senators and
Members of Congress know just as
well—in fact, better—the needs of their
district or State than a Washington ad-
ministrator.

Well, let me conclude with the obvi-
ous too. PAT LEAHY is OK, but Marcelle
is great.

(Laughter.)

There has never been a more remark-
able combination of friendship and love
and commitment, which is manifested
every time we see them and that, too,
inspires us all.

So we will miss you, PAT and
Marcelle, but you have left us with so
much, and you have given us so much
that we will carry on for you. Thank
you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, when I
left home this morning, I told Myrna I
was going to be speaking in regards to
PATRICK’S speech on the floor. She
wanted to make sure that I expressed
our deep love and appreciation to
Marcelle and to you, PATRICK, for your
friendship and for your genuine con-
cern.

You call this the Senate family, and
I can tell you that, for the Cardin fam-
ily, the Leahy family is part of our
family. And your deep concern about
our challenges really helped us get
through some very difficult moments.

So, first, I just want to express my
appreciation to the Leahys for what
they have meant to the Cardins.

It was 16 years ago when I came to
the U.S. Senate. I knew PATRICK LEAHY
from my service in the House. I knew
he was an incredible leader on the Ju-
diciary Committee, and I asked the
then-majority leader, Reid, whether I
could serve on the Judiciary Com-
mittee because of PATRICK LEAHY’S
leadership. What I didn’t expect was a
chairman embracing a first-year mem-
ber of the committee with responsi-
bility and resources to make a dif-
ference.

He brought every member of the Ju-
diciary Committee into the process. He
gave us an opportunity to be Senators,
and my first year was so rewarding be-
cause of Senator LEAHY’s confidence in
each of us contributing and giving us
the resources to do that.

I have sought Senator LEAHY’s advice
over my 16 years in the Senate with
him, and our friendship has grown
stronger each year.

Senator LEAHY is special for many
reasons. Yes, the longevity—48 years is
an incredible record to serve in this
crazy place and to put up with this
schedule and to put up with all we have
to. But it is what Senator LEAHY has
done over those 48 years that makes
him so special to all of us. His love and
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respect for our democratic institutions,
his love and respect of the U.S. Senate,
are the hallmarks of his service. You
have heard him speak about that today
on the floor of the U.S. Senate. He has
encouraged us to stick by our convic-
tions and debate the issues, and, yes,
disagree with each other, but to do it
in a collegial way. At the end of the
day, we have results to reflect the
work that we are doing. That is the
PATRICK LEAHY legacy for our democ-
racy in the U.S. Senate.

On his values, we talked a great deal
about that. You know a person by his
values. I know what he has meant with
regard to his international crusade for
human rights. We have talked about
the Leahy Law frequently, but the
Leahy Law is incredibly important for
America’s foreign policy and to be em-
braced in our values. The Leahy Law, I
have seen it work firsthand in pro-
tecting the rights of individuals, and
the landmine legislation that have we
talked about frequently, which has
been the model to the world.

And, yes, I also had a chance to trav-
el with Senator LEAHY to Cuba. It is
amazing to be in Cuba with him be-
cause he embraces America’s values as
making a difference by engagement,
which is what Senator LEAHY believes
in.

And, yes, the one thing that he said,
which is not exactly accurate, is that
he treats all States equally. I don’t
think any of us will ever believe that.
What he has done for Vermont is in-
credible, and we all respect that, be-
cause there are so many things Senator
LEAHY has done for the economy, but
what he has done for the environment
in Vermont is really a model for the
entire country.

Yes, Lake Champlain is a great lake.
The Chesapeake Bay is great water
body. And we have patterned many of
your efforts that we do in our region,
and the people of Vermont and Amer-
ica are better off as a result of your en-
vironmental championship.

Senator LEAHY has used every oppor-
tunity, whether it is recently as chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee
or the President pro tempore of this
distinguished Body or chairman of the
Judiciary Committee or chairman of
the Agriculture Committee or chair-
man of the Appropriations sub-
committee dealing with foreign policy.
He has used every one of those opportu-
nities to advance the right values.

He is also a naturalist, we have
heard, and he used that to express emo-
tion. He is a photographer. I say that
because a photographer doesn’t just
take pictures. A photographer 1ooks at
people and places and captures emo-
tion. And you see in Senator LEAHY’S
photography the hope for our future,
his vision that we can do better in all
communities around the world.

He has strengthened, by his service
in this great Body, the U.S. Senate. He
leaves us with a great legacy. He has a
great love for this U.S. Senate. He has
a great love for the State of Vermont.
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And his life partner Marcelle—that in-
credible relationship has strengthened
not only the two of you but all of us.

You might not be surprised to learn
that PATRICK talks frequently about
his family—all of his family—because
he finds strength in his family and that
strength is shown here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

So we say not only thank you, PAT-
RICK, for what you have done, but your
public service will be a model that you
have established that will guide us for
generations to come. Job well done.
Thank you for your service to our Na-
tion.

I yield the floor.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we are
witnessing the end of an era. After
nearly five decades of principled serv-
ice to his beloved State of Vermont, to
our Nation, and to the cause of peace
and justice throughout the world, PAT-
RICK J. LEAHY is leaving the U.S. Sen-
ate. His departure feels like a bit of a
personal loss for me. As long as I have
served on the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, Senator LEAHY has been there.
He joined that committee in January
1979. And for more than two decades of
his tenure on the committee, he served
as the chair or ranking member.

He has been a champion of the right
to vote, of civil liberties, of freedom of
information, of intellectual property,
and of upholding and defending the
Constitution. He chaired the historic
confirmation hearings of the first
Black Attorney General, Eric Holder,
as well as the confirmation hearings of
Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia
Sotomayor, the first Latina Justice.
He also presided over the historic
markup of bipartisan comprehensive
immigration legislation in 2013, and I
want to assure Senator LEAHY that I
will continue pushing to reform our
broken immigration system. During
his service on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Senator LEAHY has been a voice
of calm and reason when tempers have
flared. And he has been a mentor to
Members, including me, and to the
many staffers who have served him
over the years. Just as you can never
know a person’s life until you walk a
mile in their shoes, you can’t know the
patience and skills it takes to chair an
important Senate committee like the
Judiciary Committee until you bang
that gavel. Thank goodness, I had Sen-
ator LEAHY as a teacher and example.

He was elected to the U.S. Senate in
1974—part of that big new class of Sen-
ators known as the ‘‘Watergate Ba-
bies.”” They came to Washington to try
to restore people’s faith in government
and in America itself. Today, PAT
LEAHY is the last ‘“Watergate Baby”’
still serving in Congress. It seems fit-
ting that his very first vote in this
Senate was to authorize the Church
Committee, the precursor to today’s
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. The Church Committee was
created to investigate possible abuses
of power and illegalities by the CIA,
the FBI, and the National Security
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Agency—and it resulted in major re-
forms. In the decades since, PATRICK
LEAHY has never shied away from the
hard votes. He has voted time and
again to uphold the values of our Con-
stitution, even when doing so con-
tained political risk. I have the great-
est respect for his fidelity to the rule of
law and his determined efforts to safe-
guard the independence and integrity
of America’s Federal judiciary. I was
informed recently that Senator LEAHY
has been in the Senate for the con-
firmation of every single article III
judge serving in active status across
the Nation. That is an incredible sta-
tistic. He is a statesman and a humani-
tarian whose commitment to human
rights—at home and abroad—is revered
throughout the world.

I am particularly grateful for his
longstanding commitment to funding
the Paul Simon Water for the Poor and
Water for the World Acts, the latter of
which I authored and named for my
closest friend in politics, the man
whose seat I now hold. These two bills
and the ensuing critical funding have
spurred a historic American effort to
bring greater health, dignity, economic
opportunity, and access to school—es-
pecially for girls—by providing ap-
proximately 57 million of the world’s
poor with either improved or first time
access to clean water and more than 38
million with sanitation services over
the last 11 years.

PAT LEAHY has gone from ‘“Water-
gate Baby,” to senior statesman, to
President pro tempore of the Senate—
third in line to the Presidency. He has
helped shape some of our Nation’s most
important laws for two generations. He
is a champion of human rights and the
rule of law, at home and abroad. And
yet, somehow, he has never lost his
sense of awe about our democracy. You
can see that in the way he still carries
his old, 35-millimeter camera to record
historic moments.

The great photographer Annie
Leibovitz said that if her photos have a
hallmark, it is ‘‘that I was not afraid
to fall in love with these people.” The
hallmark of PAT LEAHY’s service to
America is also love—love for our Con-
stitution, love for fairness and decency,
and love of people, especially those
who are so often overlooked.

Last but not least, PATRICK’s life has
been shaped and enriched by his love
for his wife Marcelle and their family.
My wife Loretta and I wish PATRICK
and Marcelle may more years of happi-
ness together. May they be filled with
good health and good purpose. And
don’t forget to send us a few photos
every once in a while.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise to celebrate the incredible legacy
of Senator PATRICK LEAHY of Vermont.

In his eight terms in the U.S. Senate,
he racked up some incredible accom-
plishments. He established himself as
Congress’ most prolific photographer.
He appeared in more Batman films
than any of our other colleagues. And
on one amusing occasion, he became
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the only politician to ever get a call
from the President of the TUnited
States while on stage at a Grateful
Dead concert.

But when Senator LEAHY wasn’t on
screen or onstage, he could always be
found working behind the scenes,
standing up for Vermonters. You can’t
drive around Vermont without seeing
Senator LEAHY’s impact. I mean that
literally. There is the ECHO Leahy
Center for Lake Champlain, The Leahy
Center for Digital Forensics and Cyber-
security, Leahy Way, Leahy Road, the
other Leahy Road—just to name a few.

Those examples represent just a
small fraction of what he has done for
Vermont. He has gotten critical Fed-
eral investments in the iconic Lake
Champlain. He successfully fought for
resources to help Vermonters rebuild
and restore their lives after Hurricane
Irene. He got funding to revitalize
downtowns, fund opioid treatment pro-
grams, support dairy farmers, and add
more than 140,000 acres to the Green
Mountain National Forest. Senator
LEAHY made it his priority to give
Vermont a seat at the table, and that
is just what he did.

And on the national stage, he was al-
ways looking out for people, even and
especially in the face of heartbreaking
circumstances. He stood up for Alan
Gross, the U.S. citizen who spent years
withering away in a Cuban prison cell
surrounded by rats and roaches. Sen-
ator LEAHY played a key role in getting
him released and back home with his
family.

During his decades of service on the
Senate Judiciary Committee, he cham-
pioned funding for law enforcement and
led the creation of the PATRICK LEAHY
Bulletproof Vest Partnership to stop
preventable tragedies. As a result, we
have been able to provide more than 1.5
million bulletproof vests for law en-
forcement. He also successfully spear-
headed the reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act in 2013, pro-
viding crucial protections to countless
women throughout the country.

Senator LEAHY has been a clear and
consistent voice on human rights, espe-
cially on landmines. In 1989, he started
a fund to get medical aid to landmine
victims, and he later single-handedly
got the first legislation in the world to
stop the export of landmines through
the U.S. Senate. He is an internation-
ally recognized leader on this issue.

In all his time in Washington, Sen-
ator LEAHY never lost his sense of pur-
pose or his fundamental belief in the
power of our government to make life
better for people. As a leader, that is
what he has always done.

Senator LEAHY has a legacy that
anyone would be proud of—and I am
proud to call him a friend. I wish him
and Marcelle all the best in this next
chapter.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, on behalf
of some of the 400 Senators with whom
Senator LEAHY, Chairman LEAHY, has
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served, I just wanted to rise as one of
the most junior to have served with
him to express my gratitude for what
he has done for so many of his col-
leagues as a mentor, a role model, and
a friend.

Annie and I are so grateful to you
and Marcelle for the warm welcome
you gave us when we first arrived a
dozen years ago, and I will never forget
our first encounter.

Some know that when I was elected
in 2010, I was nicknamed ‘‘the acci-
dental Senator’ because I had an oppo-
nent who had said something awkward
on television about being a witch, and
I won by a decisive margin, despite
being initially viewed as a real, real
long shot.

So, when I had been here just a few
weeks, I was summoned to the office of
the chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee—the President pro tem. As I sat
there, he had a fire burning in the fire-
place of this majestic office.

He thundered at me for a few min-
utes: I am thinking of an obscure coun-
ty-elected official—someone no one
thought could win, someone with none
of the qualifications or experience for a
U.S. Senator, someone 99th in senior-
ity. Who am I thinking about?

I shrank back in my chair and said:
Why—why, Mr. Chairman, clearly, you
are thinking of me.

He goes: No. Me.

When I first got here as a 33-year-old
former county prosecutor, everyone
said I was an accidental Senator.
Today, you call me chairman and
President pro tem. Don’t ever forget
this moment and how it feels—your
awe of this place. In every election,
promise me you will go find someone
who is a long shot—an unexpected win-
ner—and invest some time and effort in
them.

Then, to make the meeting more
memorable, he handed me a generous
check with which to hire staff counsel
for my Judiciary subcommittee.

PATRICK, I will never forget that first
encounter. It would be enough if that
were the only time you had shown me
generosity and kindness, but there are
dozens and dozens more, like the codel
that Annie and I joined you and
Marcelle on when we went to Haiti, to
Cuba, and to Colombia. We got to go to
a mountaintop and see the remarkable
Kogi people, who are pre-Colombian,
and they witnessed to us about the im-
pact of climate change in a moment I
will never forget.

You took me along with you to visit
Alan Gross in a Cuban prison.

You showed me what this place can
do and what an American who is dedi-
cated to leading with our values can
accomplish.

As your successor in chairing the
State and Foreign Operations Sub-
committee, I am passionate about con-
tinuing your work to ban landmines
and to fund the victims of war; to en-
sure that our commitment to clean up
the legacy we left behind in Vietnam is
carried out; and to ensure the Leahy
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Law—one of the many things you have
done that bears your name—is justifi-
ably moved forward.

In those first 6 months, you gave me
a chance to do a field hearing in Dela-
ware with you, as a new member of the
Judiciary Committee. In some of these
last weeks together, you have shown
us, yet again, what it means to be com-
mitted to your State; to leave a legacy
of decency, Kkindness, persistence,
thoughtfulness; and to insist on a Sen-
ate where Senators keep their word.

You have had an incredible staff who
has been wonderful to work with. You
have honored your family in your serv-
ice, and you have inspired a younger
generation of Senators to continue in
the way that you have led.

While I know I will never cast 17,000
votes, it is only my hope that, some-
day, many years from now, I can thun-
der at some very junior Senator and
share with him the story of this most
seasoned and most admirable President
pro tem, my friend.

Thank you, PATRICK.

Thank you, Marcelle.

You are wonderful colleagues and
friends.

With that, I yield the floor.

VOTE ON RUMBAUGH NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Rumbaugh nomination?

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from North Carolina (Mr.
BURR), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRruUZ), the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Ms. LuMmMmis), the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the Senator from
Nebraska (Mr. SASSE), and the Senator
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER).

The result was announced—yeas 80,
nays 10, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 401 Ex.]

YEAS—80
Baldwin Cornyn Hirono
Bennet Cortez Masto Hoeven
Blackburn Cotton Hyde-Smith
Blumenthal Cramer Kaine
Blunt Crapo Kelly
Booker Duckworth King
Boozman Durbin Klobuchar
Brown Ernst Leahy
Cantwell Feinstein Lee
Capito Fischer Lujan
Cardin Gillibrand Manchin
Carper Graham Markey
Casey Grassley McConnell
Cassidy Hagerty Menendez
Collins Hassan Merkley
Coons Heinrich Murkowski
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Murphy Rounds Tillis

Murray Schatz Toomey

Ossoff Schumer Tuberville

Padilla Shaheen Van Hollen

Paul Shelby Warner

Peters Sinema Warnock

Portman Smith Warren

Reed Stabenow :

Risch Sullivan Whitehouse
Wyden

Romney Tester Youn:

Rosen Thune €

NAYS—10

Braun Kennedy Scott (FL)

Daines Lankford Scott (SC)

Hawley Marshall

Johnson Rubio

NOT VOTING—10

Barrasso Inhofe Sasse

Burr Lummis Wicker

Cruz Moran

Hickenlooper Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SINEMA). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The Senator from Hawaii.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that at 2:15, the
Senate consider the Shriver nomina-
tion; and that at 2:30, the Senate vote
on confirmation of the nomination, as
provided under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

AMENDING THE NOT INVISIBLE
ACT OF 2019

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, as in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on Indian
Affairs be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 5087 and the Senate

proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 5087) to amend the Not Invisible
Act of 2019 to extend, and provide additional
support for, the activities of the Department
of the Interior and the Department of Jus-
tice Joint Commission on Reducing Violent
Crime Against Indians, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Schatz substitute amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to; that the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time and passed; and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 6556) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
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